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In Armenian, as in many languages, the same verbal morphemsed to mark the reflexive,
passive and anticausative forms, as exemplified in (1). imphesentation, | will investigate the
syntactic and semantic properties of the passive-reflaxivepheme-v in Eastern Armenian and
argue that voice morphology does not correlate with a singganing and does not bring about
any alternations to the argument structure as previousigested. | propose instead that voice
morphology in Armenian represents a specific syntactic gardition and is overtly realized when
the external argument is not projected in the syntax.

(1) a. Ara-n amen or sapr-v-um e [reflexive]
Ara-Nom every day shave-REFL-Impbe.3sg

‘Ara shaves every day.’

b. zork-s  haxt-v-etd tSnam-uts [passive]
army-Nom defeat-REFL-Aor.3sgenemy-Abl
‘The army was defeated by the enemy.’

c. bazakss kotr-v-ets [anticausative]
glass-Poss.1sdireak-REFL-Aor.3sg

‘My glass broke.’

In this talk, | study the properties of the three verbal foim§l) by considering the relation of
the verb to its transitive counterpart, the availabilityaafauser interpretation in resultative forms, the
possibility of using a by-phrase or agent-oriented advitrib affectedness of the internal argument,
and verb phrase aspect. The results show that, despitaatisemantics, all three constructions
share a specific structural configuration related to a réatuat valency. Adopting a constructionist
approach to verb formation, | argue that the passive-refteaifix in Armenian represents a certain
syntactic environment. In particular, | propose that vaiogrphology is realized post-syntactically
when the specifier ofP is not projected in the configuration. The talk also provide explanation
for the lack of the passive-reflexive affix in the inchoatieenh in (2) which directly contrasts with
(1c). The evidence shows that ‘break’ verbs, but not ‘dry'bge are underlyingly causative and
the intransitive variant is derived by a process of decadzation thus giving rise to the overv
morpheme.

(2) Sor-ers ¢"or-a-t$-an
dress-pl-Nom dry-Inch-Aor-3pl
‘The clothes dried.’

The presentation explains the distribution of the passlexive morpheme in Armenian and
contrasts the results with previous works on voice morgila other languages. The data clearly
show that the presence afreflects the properties of the syntactic configuration: ®aiwrphology
is overtly realized when the external argument is not ablprégect in the syntax. The proposed
analysis provides a uniform treatment of the passive-reemorpheme in Armenian verb forms
and has important consequences for a thoery of the lexicdrtamards an understanding of the
moprhology-syntax interface.



